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By MCSN{5W)] Jonathan Fankau
USS Nassau Public Affairs

The Massau Amphibious Ready Group (NASARG ) retumed
I'r||‘|.|:\. Irom o successtul Cerification Exercise i(CERTEX L
thelr final excreise prior b depboving next vear  CERTEX is
ihe culminating exercise of the 24 Morine Expeditionary Linit's
I'he
Marines of 24 MEL! ape now designated Special Operations Ca-
|'|,|hl...- (S0 by nnd certiled o CAITY (sl its 23 mission-essenieal

{24 MEL) extensive presdeplovment training program

lmaks, rungeng from emphibsous mds b humasdtaron asas
tance and disasser reliel.  Capi. John Bruening, Commaonder,
Amphibious Squacron | |,::I'|I [ PH-R, smicl moaw thot CERTEX
15 compieted, MADARLY & resdy 1o pel undervay mext year and
complete their mission oversens,

“A key componend of our ataliy 1o achieve thes kevel of neach-
mess i3 the cooperation between the Navy and the Marine Corps
le=nm, I'Inl.'||||1|_.: spad, “Hoth Eroups have come tisgether .;lllr'l':,;_
the course ol pur wiork-up perssd, publing bogpether an ellec-
tive working relationship that will enable s to sccomplish any
mission dunng deplovment,” Althowgh the SO mamker aps
plics only to the MELL the achicvement woulkl pod be possible

-
e Tl g

W FonCing
by MCSH Ch

without the coordinated effons of the MNassoo Amphibious Rends
Cimip. L Cmdr. John Erckson, CPR-5'5 tmmimg of1scer, sasd
CERTEX is designed 1o centily 24 MEU for the upcoming deploy-
mcnl, he Sailor and Manne leanmork bt upon dharing the
exercise refines the skills and plans developed during the work-up
l..:l'\..l'\..'

“Thas relabonship between the Navy amd the Mannes 15 noss
a well-oiled machime thai is resdy 1o execule any task thnt mas

b encounbercd on deplovment,” Erckson smid. NAS ARG 1%
currently composed of te amphilvous assault ship USS Nossau
{LHA 4, amphibious tmnspont dock USS Mess Vende, dock land-
g ship LSS Ashland, and o Marme Londiog Force (rom the 24
MELL The group composition adds o the combat proven Ami-
phabious Reody Ciroup amd Marme Expeditionary Linat capabilities
wilh iercased delemses, strike, povwer progecisod, and a range ol
unigue combined copabilities. These capabilities give the combai-
aml commnnder o wide sanety of optinns amsd enables sustmned

independent operabions i dynamic covirenments
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By MCSN{5W) Jonathan Pankau
US55 Nassau Public Affairs

LSS Massan’s {LHA 45 Medical Department, Fleet Sungical
leam 4 (F5T 4) ad Navy Hospitnd Corpemon from 24 M arene
Expedithonary Unit conducted a mass casualiy drill Tuesday.

Muss casualiy dnlls prepane medscal personnel foe a lage in-
fluix of wominded perssnne] amd keep ithe ship®s medical depan-
ment warking efficienily with the Marines and FST 4

“Loordmmtion between the Mannes and the Fleet Surgical
leam is vilal b owr missien,” Hospial Corpsman 3nd Class
{5W) Loketn Thomas saad, "Deplovment 1s anound the comer
and these drlls prepane us lor the stresstul siluabions we will
have 1o deal with.”

Hosprlal Compsman Zrd Class Benmmin Wyal added that the
mass casualy was planned as a seripied eveni. but thai chonged
s the drill grew choser

‘Unseripied iraining 18 benelbcial o us bevause nothing ever
peees a5 planned when dealing with mny medical emengency
sitaation, Wyan said. “Staying flexible makes thangs run a
Firtle |'|I1.1E|'|Ih"||||.':

1athen Famkau

Wit fecls that medical drills should be dynamic evolutions
bercase el CIHRCTEEny sTEstions ane s unpredictahle

“Uhne ol 1he surprises wies that the patients did nol have iden-
tilication on them.” said Thomas. “Mormually during a planned
traning evolutwn, they alwayvs have thewr 11 cord on them
i timse we hod 10 question the patients o figure oul whio they
wWere,

s and Wyatt both agreed that the mass casunldly drill was
highly successiul and were confident that the ship’s medical
team will have no problem sworking: together widh Fa 1 4 and the
Marines.

*This mass cosualty E&ndl was one of the best ve seen in T
career,” sald L1 Cmde. Brean Morwood, Massau's senior med-
cal officer. “We were well prepaned and ihe patient flow was
ol & prace we ool handle, 1'my exéied o work silh evervone
invelved on deplovment and hops o conduct morne drills like
these o the Tuture,”™






A\ Page 7 Decembar 2000 Gator Times /

By MCSN(5W) Jonathan Pankau
USS Nassau Public Affairs

Mavy and Marine Corps plane copiains ploy a vital role sboand
1SS Massau (LHA 4, inspecting ard m aintniming the ship's
helicopters and planes

Awintion Sorectural Mechanic 3rd Class { AW Thomas Hall is
o plane captaim for Hebicopler Sea Combat Squadnon 28 (SO
28 Dragon Whales. The Dragon Whales iy MH-505 Knkghi-
hewks and Haoll s responsable for ""'i"""“""'F the helicopiers

upkecp

‘Mane capenins are basically in charge of the helicopier until
spsd Hpll, *We do evervthimg from
tum around inspections every 24 hours prsor o flight 1o phase
Inspeciims 7 Hall sdded tha |'-!|.H. imspections involve mking
the helicopler apan pacee by peece and conductmg o thorough

1 leaves the fhght deck,™

search for damage amd wear.

The Vertical Takeoll Marmne Mednm Tl Kodor Squachnon
12 | WA 162) Golden Eagles (REIN), Massau's Morine

A Combat Element | ACE]L sipplics |'-I.|:||_'- CHpinins for thiir
CH-23E Super Stalhons, MY-228 Ckpreys, and AV-8B Harr-
ers. Each ivpe of arrcralt hos a plane caplam divissn assaigned
1o them

*As o collmeral dsty inspecior | am responsible forinspectings

i

"

the other ptane caplams mmimeonance checksan AR 1
- [

U, =ied Ll Jesses Marks, o sy |'||

EIE Saiper Stallen plane captal

moke sure that even the smollest maintenance responsibility is
perfecily execuled.”

Il o prece of equrpment thal o mescessary lor the sale opertson
of the mircrait is found defective then the collmeral duiy quality
assUrAnGe representative (akes over

=] basmteally hisld the piksis life in my hands™ said Cpl, Miles
Lamdry, the {Jzpeey qmli'.:. nssumnce represenindive,. Yl |'In__"||'.
critical part e miodd lieed, the amcrall = grave danger of crashy
ing.” Landry went on to say that his job is especially difficuli
with the Uksprevs becmme they nre on electromically comtrolled
abrcrfl

=& wealth of electronics Ll'h--.'.ln_'nl-,__-n_' as well as mechamical
kmovw bedpe 18 requared 1o be a plane coptam,” Landry sad

Underway plane capiiins work 12 howrs shifis and conduci
muinberamce early in the moming o make sure the aircraft can
suppart the next day s ks,

=We have to wail uniil rIi;__-I:l {UERTTETS 15 Over in dov owir mginie-
mance, sasd Marks, “Unlike mamienance on shonre, wie do not
always lave the space e necd 10 do oor reguired mspecinrns
umiil after Hight ops
Sorksand Lardry both LT el that o= operations |'|1'5::I_I! [

e captams step their efforts upiie i

Arddsicn of the VMM-162 Godden Exgles (REIM), inspacts the Super Stal-
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By MC2({5W) Michael Cortez
U55 Massau Public Affairs

Hig Bucks Bmgo 1= o fnvonbe LSS Massou | LHA=4 ) insdifpon
an evend set up by Morale, Welfare and Recreation {MWR) for
the crew to relax and wim some prizes

December’s Big Bucks Bingo was different than the ones in

ihe pasl. offering kg prizes instend of o share of the cand sales.

Inlormation Sysbem lechnicaon (5W /AW ) Poinck Mo-

poe, president of the Firm Class Perry Officers Associsiion
{FUPCA ) sapd *'We wonted 1o give out bag prizes like the 40-
inch television and X-Hox 1o abke the place of what we mbkght
have given o thie armmmal Chrisimas party We can alw VS
oo on the party lo be g big monale boosier [or the crew,”
Magee wend on 1o say that since Massau's sehedule conflicts
with toming and plamming. the FOPOWA needed an aliermative

fiar the crgw's enginvinent
Conmmund Master Chiel CMIOM (AWSYW) Ston Kopéczak

apEreel suvmg © W had 10 do something g for the crew 10

| )

AMALN Joshus
Photo by WG

help case the tension of knowing we were deploying soon. Bingo
e plwnvs grewl for momle and we mahe sure i was bigger tham
Cver

Prizes ulso included three MEP3 plavers. The bigpest prize given
away was o 40-inch HD television, along with 8230, Aviation
Struciurn] Mechanic Airmon Joshua Jones was the night's big
TS

“1n was my first time playing bingo. | feel real lucky nnd form-

I plan on using

ke 1o have won such o hl.__' price.” said Jomes
the cash for Chrestmas gills, ond mayvbe brng the lelevision on
deployment so my whole deparmment con benelit rom it.”
Mapee said. *The FCPOA and MWE pullad off a hig night of
biggo, and it's only going 1o get bigger,
While there will be '.":|: cash |-.ri.x-~. nll rhn-n,_:ll .E.-pl--:nu-.'nl
o usind, Mogee snd somethang clse will be adsded to the mix
The FOPOA is planning with o bocal aubo dealer oo give pway a
new car 1 alk poes wells ihe winner will have o brand new red
TELITTIAH AT

sprtsacrss R oeg themon e pieras e s st
TR l T

i il "
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By MCS5M({5W) Jonathan Fankau
USS MNassau Public Affairs

IS5 Massau's (LHA 4) Firsi Class Petty Officer"Siall Ser-
penni Associien osted a talent show m the ship’s hangar bas
Surdm

"'-.||'.|lr'\- .|"||‘| "n.!.l:'llll_"l ':'Il.l'lq_'l.l Wik RO l\.‘-.'.ll.,|! ST IECE |l||_'|I'|h-q,'|".
sing, dance, read poctry, and play Uhe piamsn

‘Mnzsau needed the ndeni show,™ snid Informantson Svsiems
lechmicinn 158 Class {SW ) Keva S0

ol and do thetr thing and release some siress wais a huge mo-

“‘Woichang cvervone go
mle booster.”™ Sioul s ._'||'ul._-|:l in the tnlent show sith @ Teww
ol her shipmuates lormeg a group called tee HIXN1 doncers, in
celebration of the voccinaion shots they received that day, She
wenl on b say ihot these ivpes of events bring the First Class
Fetry Cilcer Siall Serpeant Associs
Chicl Information Systems Technician {5W ) Shaquana

o € hoser fopothen

Fermandes, who won first place 1n (he competrion with her
“IET Adnt Got You™, said she

|I'|||I ENEM NG '\-rl_r.-.- TN II.-\.

renidition of the Alica Kevs” song
could tell ihe cromd wes geting

- Decembar 2009 Gator Times

with the crew ond let evervone know who | om in a positive
woy,” Fermandsr said
i5 iy varice nnd it°s been that way sinee | was 3 vears old.”

My woiee 1s myy passion mnd vy peLEs R

During her performance, Fernandez played to the crowd, sin-
gling out Siafl 51, Sharmod Bumes amd smgimg o him
v hen Chs

[ .L| '\-|||l'||| 1 i e i |'\l|-\.,'n S ||Ii:’|.| ||.,'I YViHEE B ;|:_"'H.I'-

“I bl preat time, Bumis s el canse ugh 1oy e
i |.L| 1
lslely -.'.|'.-I.5.|AI|||__ und perfommances ke that make i so | canl
wil until the next talent show”

Informntion Sysiems Techmicion |53 Class (5WOAW) Patrick
Magee, the presicent of the First Class Peity Cllpcersiall
:";'l..'||.;..'.ll'|.' ST e

slvwd 10 comie

k. siid there will delinifely e more talent
“The encrgy during the talent show is obviows,” Magee said

*The erew really enpovs watching ther shipmntes perform and
| will definitely be planning mose evenis like these for deploy-

I mingd Alicia Keps song ~IF 1 Alnd G Yau™ be Seall "-||:|I Sharrod Do
n Paricu

-\, Gator Times December 2009 Page 10 /1

By MCSN Chris Willlamson
US55 Massau Public Affairs

Snibors
lake mdvancement exams m March 2000, Fowever, they Il

abogrgd LESS Massau (LHA 4 anious|y walkt 1o

need io have met oll the requinements for the exam, one of
whnch s the recently remstoted Basse Military Reguiremenis
{HMEs)
hemior Bailors ans going io have bo start stucvinge mw,” saed

semor Chiel havy Counselor {5W AW ) Hamold Cabbs, Nas
sau's command carcer counscbor. 11 they haven't already,
they || ondy be haming themaselves, Even thsigh the MNavy's
requiremicnils for promastion ane me m ormie, commannd recodm-
mencdation, amd making sure they follow the comect path of
advancement, there £ afso MNassau s podecy' of laving the Saikor
complete the necessary BMRs™

For example, those looking o ake the drd Class or 2o Class
cxam mst finish the Petty Officer Ind & 2ind Class BMR before
they e allowe] 10 take the exam. Sailors tak n the 1st Closs
cxan sl complele the Petty Cilicer [s Ulass BVIKR

Avistion Eleciricion’s Mlate 3rd Cluss (AW ) Alesanadm Won
sapd that even thiugh the BMB might belp some Snibers, i s loo

il by san i tecome ) Bt vkl makedn ingd redihls

i |n||f

L|,q,l\.u.

A L ] LA T

FES A TR LR

Al exoms have two different sets of questions |'-|uh,'1~.|-.-:|.||
military knowledge {FME ), winch 15 inken from the BMEx
el in e (IR questions. The higher the pay mie. the more
PME gquestions there are, bt fewer TR questsons. For exame-
ple, the Srd Class exom comining 35 PME and 165 TR guoes-
lions, where os the 2md Cliss exam has 50 PME end 150 1R
qucsipedis. Mol o be outdone, the st Ulass exam has 65 Pk
amed 135 IR questions
“The command makes the deciswon whether or il BMRS pre
requine “Romie commands are
recently enforcing the RME due to exom scores beinp below
> | el the BNES should help Saibors in the
long mum with their exam amd their miliary career in geneml.”
Even though BMES provade basic mailiary milormotion for

lor advancement, sasd Cnbba

AT

Snilors, there are still mixed feelings about requiring ihem fiog
the exams

=1 dusagree winth having o sthsdy them, sasd Wong. 10 showld
b the Sailor™s chisice amd Iq,'x|\1l||-|h||'|l. 1er Further their own
CAFCCT O POl

|4n ST AL FINIE S, comlat MO0 =W
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